Color of Water 

M. Ward

· M. Ward collaborated with a few other singer/songwriters to form a band called the Monsters of Folk.  Sadly, the name is better than the music, which was impressively mediocre.  M. Ward's solo work, however, is pretty consistently stellar.

Vein of Stars 

Flaming Lips

· I've never really been a big Lips guy, but stumbled onto this song this last year and happily had it burrow its way into my noggin.  

Fortress 


Pinback

· I never would've given this band the time of day had it not been for Pandora.

Shallow 


Porcupine Tree

· Progressive rock from the UK.  All of their stuff is really impressive from both a musical and lyrical standpoint.

Aqueous Transmission
Incubus

· This is definitely some of their groovier stuff.  I found it hard to believe this song was theirs the first time I heard it.  Try to look past the lyric 'floating down a river called emotion', tough.  Pretty gag-worthy stuff.

Gentle Moon

Sun Kil Moon

· Beautiful song.  It was apparently written right after 9/11, a little tidbit of information that adds a certain meaningful quality to already wonderful lyrics. 

Just Got To Be 

The Black Keys

· This is two dudes in a basement in Akron.  The guitarist looks like Scooby Doo's pal Shaggy and the drummer looks like someone who might've gotten beat up for lunch money a lot. And yet....they rock.

Tiger Mountain Peasant Song 
Fleet Foxes

· I think they're closer to the Folk genre than Alternative, but who knows.  They all have beards and they wear a lot of flannel, so take your pick.

Your Rocky Spine

Great Lake Swimmers

· The lead singer's voice sort of hypnotizes you.  Their first album was so mellow and melancholy that by the end of it, you might wake up and be surprised to find that you'd successfully tied a noose and thrown it over a rafter.  Beautiful music, though.  Very Bluegrass-y.

Oh No

Andrew Bird

· This dude takes quirky to new and dazzling heights, which makes his music oddly addicting.

Gunman

Them Crooked Vultures

· There was no way that combining people from the Foo Fighters, Queens of the Stone Age, and Led Zeppelin could possibly fail.  Their debut is the best thing I that heard this year and this is probably my favorite song off of it.  Once again, the lyrics are definitely worth looking up.

The Tourist

Radiohead

· There will always be two things on pretty much any musical mix I put together:  At least one tidbit of classical music and at least one song from Radiohead.  It's a thing I do.  This song, in particular, is one that, had I heard it and paid attention when I was younger, might've saved me a great deal of pain and woe.  The theme of 'Slow down, Idiot' resonates with me like nothing else in the world.

On Hearing the First Cuckoo in Spring

Ralph Vaughan Williams

· I owe what sanity remains in me to classical music and, therefore, have an unnatural love for the genre.  It's tough to figure out something to throw onto a CD, though, because a lot of the really good stuff lasts ~8 – 10 minutes, so it ends up monopolizing too much of the time.  This particular piece is by someone who may by farther down the classical-music name recognition chart (not Mozart, not Beethoven, etc.), but who wrote incredible and evocative music throughout a prolific career.  His more well known work, The Lark Ascending, was too long, so the ...Cuckoo... stood as a more manageable option with a similar musical style, I.e. soothing and awesome.  In the off chance that you don't listen to classical music or only know the more mainstream flavors, consider this a little taste of what's waiting to be found off of the beaten path.

